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“Previously called Purdah, the pre-election period in the United Kingdom is specifically the time between an announced election and the final election results.  The time period prevents central and local government from making announcements about any new or controversial government initiatives (such as modernisation initiatives or administrative and legislative changes) which could be seen to be advantageous to any candidates or parties in the forthcoming election.”                             MDDC Directive – March 2015
There is much that could be said about next week’s election, especially as far as the Lower Culm is concerned, and finding a neutral colour for our front cover has not been easy! Never-the-less, I think the inclusion of a ‘thank you’ from our outgoing District Councillor is appropriate.

Change is inevitable, except from a vending machine.

WILLAND HEALTH AND COMMUNITY CENTRE 
(REGISTERED CHARITY NUMBER 1160395)

We continue to work with our architects to achieve building control approval, having been granted planning consent for the centre some time ago.  This work will give us a detailed specification of the project together with an estimated cost.  At that point we will be able to go out to tender to select the best developer. This is a major project and just now we need a number of things: 

Skills

Would you be prepared to volunteer some time if you have skills in project management, fundraising, or communications?  We need to build a team of enthusiastic volunteers who can move the first phase of the project forward by liaising with the contractors, funders and our residents. Later on we may need small DIY and handyman skills.

Funds

We had some reserves and grants to cover most of the professional fees, architect, structural engineers etc.  We need to raise between £70,000 and £100,000 to complete phase 1 of the project.  We will achieve this by local fundraising and approaching grant awarding charities.  Most grants come with the condition that there is some matched funding to demonstrate support for the project from the community.  This is where you come in.
Would you be prepared to “buy a brick” (or bricks) to kick start this project?  Each £10 donated to the charity will buy a brick, £50 will buy a silver brick and £100 will buy a gold brick. We will be setting up a BIG THANKYOU plaque in the centre to recognise these donations.  You may wish to make the donation in your own name or in memory of a loved one.  All personal donations will allow us to claim back tax paid under the gift aid scheme.
Alternatively you may wish to make a regular small donation each month by becoming a Friend of the Health and Community centre.  This provides us with a regular source of income which allows us to plan into the future.  Again, any friends will be recognised on the BIG THANKYOU plaque.
Please demonstrate your support for this project by giving towards this facility which will be for the benefit of the whole village.  You may also wish to have a fundraising event.  
For more information

Contact Keith Grantham (01884 840780), our treasurer or Ray Ursell (01884 821375), our chairman who are both charity trustees.  Cheques should be made out to Willand Health and Community Centre and sent to Keith Grantham at Forsythia Cottage, Uffculme, CULLOMPTON, EX15 3EX.  We can also provide bank details for transfers and standing orders.
Also see our web site www.willandhcc.org.uk
                                           Ray Ursell, Willand Parish Council Chairman
Those who live by the sword get shot by those who don’t.

WILLAND GARDEN CLUB

We had a most entertaining evening at our first meeting of the year, when Spencer Kingdom talked about his years as a lorry driver. He is an excellent raconteur and was very amusing. In May, we will hear about “Gardening in Containers” and a DVD of a National Flower Show will be shown. We have our annual Plant Sale on Saturday, 30th May, where you will be able to buy a wide variety of indoor and outdoor plants.

Flower Show schedules are now available at the entrances of the Village Hall or from me. Our photo classes are: Tools and Plants, Family Pets and Wild Verge / Hedgerow and the floral arrangements are: “A Night at the Theatre”, “A Summer Wedding Bouquet”, a foliage arrangement and a miniature arrangement. All entries are free. Why don’t you have a go this year and help us put on a good public display? Remember that this year it is on the 1St of August, the first Saturday in the month, not the second one, as usual.

For more details about the Garden Club, please do not hesitate to contact me on 01884 33828 or email me on cbarwa@mail.com.                Carol Allan

Nothing is fool proof to a sufficiently talented fool.

UFFCULME SHOW & COUNTRY FAIR – MONDAY, MAY 4TH
Enjoy a great Family Day out in the glorious Devon countryside, at affordable cost. A full Main Ring varied programme, large Classic Car and Vintage Machinery display, Kennel Club Dog Shows, Trade Stands and Craft Stalls, Fun Fair, Welly Throwing Contest, Skittles Challenge, Climbing Wall, Live Music, Hot & Cold Food, Tea Tent, Ice Creams and much, much more. Arranged by the Exe Valley Rotary Club in aid of their various local and international charitable projects.  FREE CAR PARKING!  Kids Go Free!!

All at The Showfield, Bridwell Avenue, Uffculme, EX15 3BU, 10.00am to 5.00pm.  Adults £5.00, Unaccompanied children £3.00.  Please contact richard@4bridgestreet.eclipse.co.uk or ring 01884 840300.  Richard Taylor
A CAUTIONARY TALE.

One morning at the end of February, I woke up and threw back the curtains, hoping for another sunny day.  As I drew the curtains, I noticed a string of holes, running horizontally across one of them. Closer inspection showed 6 holes about the size of a 50p piece through the folds in the fabric and the heavy lining. It looked like it was burnt, smelled of burn and in fact it was - 6 burnt holes, almost as though someone had folded the fabric and put a red hot poker through it. There was nothing anywhere close to the curtain that could possible produce such heat. 
Quite sinister; all sorts of possible causes crossed my mind but common sense said there had to be a logical cause, and there was.  A shaving/make up mirror, with one highly magnified (concave) side was on a table near-by.  As the sun hit the mirror, the magnification concentrated the sun’s rays into pinpoint dots, which slowly burned through the curtain. As the sun moved on, it hit the fold of the next pleat and so on until it passed out of range. The bedroom window was open, the door closed, this stopped the smoke alarm on the landing from activating. The fact that the fabric was fire retardant probably saved my house from burning down. Apparently, this sort of fire damage is not uncommon. 
So don’t leave your magnifying mirrors, your bifocals or any glass capable of magnifying the sun’s rays where it can reflect onto fabric. Get your house checked for possible fire hazards and efficient smoke detectors.  The Devon and Somerset Fire and Rescue service, 0800 05 02 999, offer a free home safety visit, well worth doing.  I can rest easy now knowing my smoke detectors are in tip top condition and my home is fire safe. I threw the mirror out - it made my wrinkle look worse anyhow.                                 Bernice
AND ANOTHER ONE
Attention all residents with small Velux windows on the Willand Moor Road Estate! (Especially if you live in Coach Houses or have Velux windows in your roof space).

I recently heard a loud explosion in my bathroom and on investigating this, found a Velux window had imploded shattering glass around the room.  After some research on the internet I found a Velux website which stated certain small Velux windows, manufactured between 1997 and 2003, were on a 'Product Withdrawal' and gave measurements and a code which can be found on the frame. 
The code is * 59 B 18 2099 * IPL XXX, the weblink is: velux-pw.velux.co.uk

On this webpage, there is an emergency phone number (0800 980 7030) and if you are unfortunate enough like I was to have one of these windows, they will be replaced free of charge (mine was replaced two days later).
                                                                                          Willand Resident
People rarely succeed at anything unless they have fun doing it.

WILLAND COMMUNITY COMPOSTING SCHEME.

Composting for the benefit of Willand    -    This article is in two parts:
A. GREEN COMPOSTING SITE, and  B. FENCING SITE BOUNDARY.

A.      Green Composting Site.
‘Going green’ for WCCS means that we are asking that you only bring green garden waste to the site.   Over the last few months we have seen large quantities of tree and bush prunings left in the bays. This material has had to be removed from the bays and disposed of by other than composting means, contributing in some small measure to air pollution. Not good.  
Wood that has been left cannot be composted using the machinery and process used by WCCS.  So, if your garden waste is predominantly green – then please – continue to bring it along.  If it is predominantly ‘brown’, then we would ask that you dispose of it by some other means. 
B.     Fencing of Site Boundary to give Protection and aid Continuation of the Scheme.

As some of you may be aware, we have had power tools stolen and damage to our storage shed. This took a significant amount of time and money to restore. To this we wish to thank both Derek Rowe and Willand Rovers FC for their donations towards the costs.
During the growing season we are finding it very difficult to handle and manage the amount of garden waste being deposited on the site. During the year we have had to remove some 20 tonnes of shredded material - (not to land fill). and this has reduced the amount of compost available to you.  This is exacerbated by the diminishing number of volunteers who attend the site. 

We have decided that to enhance our security and to control access, we will erect a fence to encompass the site. There will be lockable gates installed in the fence. We plan to have a pedestrian gate unlocked between 9.00AM and 5.00PM. Additionally, vehicular access will continue on Sundays between 10.00AM and 12 noon.    Due to the limited number of volunteers, we cannot guarantee these opening times. We appreciate that this may cause some inconvenience on occasion but the issue could of course be resolved if we had more assistance, which could be as limited as the volunteer wishes. 
Can we please request that garden waste is not deposited outside the locked gates, as this may lead to prosecution i.e., FLY TIPPING 
If you want to find out more about joining this worthwhile scheme, please have a chat with any of us on site or, contact Tony Mander on mob. 07980472242 or email tony@tonymander.plus.com 
The things that come to those who wait, may be the things

that were left by those who got there first.
ST. MARY’S CHURCH

It’s time to report progress towards the appointment of a new successor to Rev. Rob Wilkinson as leader of the church in Willand. Whoever is appointed will also have responsibility for the churches in Uffculme, Kentisbeare and Blackborough parishes, but will be living in the church house, in Rectory Close, Willand.
The post is currently being advertised both through the Exeter Diocesan Website and the national church press. The closing date for applicants is April 27th, shortlisting will take place on the 5th May, followed by interviews on the 20th May. We will hope to have news of the outcome for the next magazine.
In the meantime here is a reminder of our regular programme of activities for all ages in which you are very welcome to share.
Rockers: for parents and pre-school children, Mondays 9.15-11a.m.  (Claire Tancock 32185)    St. Mary’s Guild: Thursday 14th May & 11th June at 2.30 p.m.  Pauline Lewis 829212)        Coffee and Chat: Friday 15th May & 12th June, 10.30-12noon---just turn up at the Church Hall, Rectory Close.







                   Luncheon Club: Wednesday 20th May & 17th June, 12.15 for 12.30 (David Brister 35171)   Messy Church: Friday 15th May & 19th June 3.30-6p.m. Crafts, Bible Stories & Songs & Family Meal (Ginny Metherell 821942).

If you need our help in any way, please contact the Church Wardens: Peter Thornton 33062, Andrew Metherell 821942

LETTER TO THE ED.
I am contacting you to see if you could arrange to put an entry in the Diary/What’s-on page in the Willand Magazine.   We are holding a Spring concert in aid of Hospiscare in the Sampford Peverell Village hall on Saturday May 9th, featuring the Wyndham Singers, The Sampford Singers and Wasp in the Apple. Tickets are £6 from the Sampford Peverell shop. A Bar will be available.    Regards,          Phil Penny, On behalf of the Wyndham Singers.
WILLAND VILLAGE HALL

Sorry that the Hall is not yet decorated, but our decorator has contracted pneumonia, so it has been postponed but will be done later this year.

We are starting to get quotes for replacing the roof and will be meeting with Devon Communities Together to discuss grants in May. To secure grants, we will need support from as many people and organisations that use the hall as possible. If you are able to write supporting our application, the committee would be very grateful to receive your letters. My postal address is at the foot of this article.  The Hall is used 7 days a week almost every day, except Christmas and Easter Bank Holidays and is used by numerous different groups, as well as by individuals. If we do not replace the roof soon, it is likely to deteriorate to such an extent that the Hall would have to close, so we do need community support to move forward.

Our AGM is on Tuesday, 26th May, at 7.00 p.m. in the annexe at the Village Hall, followed by a meeting of trustees afterwards. If your group is not yet represented on the committee, please contact either Frances or me. We have vacancies also for members of the public. There are only 6 meetings per annum, held every other month and meetings usually last less than an hour, so please consider volunteering.

Frances continues to run our monthly bingo sessions, which are supported by a few loyal players. There are cash prizes for 11 games and meat hampers for the remaining two, as well as a good raffle, so why not come along?

We are still collecting paper for recycling in the shed at the far end of the car park. This will normally be open from around 10 until 4 from Monday to Saturday. Please help us by putting papers in cardboard boxes, or tying them in bundles, if possible.

Any organisations who have not yet confirmed their bookings for 2015 and 2016, please make sure that Frances has your dates ASAP.  If you wish to hire the hall, details of dates already booked are on the online calendar at www.willandmatters.org.uk, but please contact Frances or me if you do not have online access and we will do our best to help. 

Bookings: Frances Wilcox - email franceswilcox@hotmail.com or write to 35 Fir Close, or tel. 07748 557107l
Treasurer: Carol Allan –email cbarwa@mail.com or write to 4 Orchard Way, Willand, Devon,  EX15 2SG   or tel. 33828.                              Carol Allan
You cannot change yesterday, you can only make the most of today and look with hope towards tomorrow.
MY TIME ON MID DEVON DISTRICT COUNCIL
In 2007 I was fortunate to have been elected unopposed to Mid Devon District Council (there were only 2 candidates for 3 seats).  However, 4 years later, there was an election and I was duly elected for a further 4 year term, having polled the second highest number of votes, just a handful behind my colleague from the previous term, who stood under a political banner.  To me, this was a rousing endorsement, being an independent councillor.  Not being affiliated to a political party meant I was free to vote in whichever way best served my constituents - the people who elected me to office.

I’d like to think that I have done my best to serve the people of Willand and Uffculme over what will be the last 8 years but I will not be standing for election again on 7th May, 2015.  I would like to thank all those people who supported me during my time as a serving member of MDDC, and I hope there is someone out there who will take over from me for the next 4 years. 
Being independent does not mean being isolated.  Meetings can be arranged for other like-minded independents which allow for discussion or clarification of issues, or a sounding board if required but at the end of the day, you are free to vote as your conscience dictates and how you can best serve your local community, as well as Mid Devon as a whole.
I have greatly enjoyed my time as a district councillor, although it has been challenging at times.  I have had many small successes and I have been fortunate to have made new friends, who I will certainly miss. You may well see my face at the odd council meeting, as I intend to keep in touch and still take an interest in local matters, albeit at arms length, from May onwards.

Once again, I thank each and every one of you for your support over the last 8 years, especially those who have been particularly helpful, who I won't mention by name but who will know who they are!  I am looking forward to taking a back seat and I hope that May’s election brings forth councillors who will serve you well.     With kindest regards,                       Diane Brandon
CULM VALLEY METHODIST CHURCH - GABLES ROAD

Every time I put something in this magazine it seems to be about food. You are always welcome at our Sunday services any Sunday at 10.30 followed by coffee of course.   We enjoy providing for everyone who would like to turn up.  Every month we have  - a coffee morning on the FIRST Thursday at 10.30am                                  - lunch on the THIRD Friday at 12. 

In June we have a Cream Tea on 13th June from 3 - 5 pm. Everyone is welcome.  Lots of cream and jam and maybe scones as well. We hope that you will join us.                                                                                Paul Booth

SAMPFORD PEVERELL HISTORIC VEHICLE SHOW
The Vehicle Show this year will be held at Uplowman Village Hall, on Sunday 16th  August, in aid of the Devon Freewheelers once again.  OFFERS OF HELP WOULD BE VERY MUCH APPRECIATED. Please give me a ring on 01884 820 527. Keith Astbury
LETTER TO THE ED.

Hi - I am looking to get people together for social cycle rides.  Nice slow pace with no-one left behind. Stop for a coffee and cake. Any age welcome (under 16 accompanied by an adult, please).  This is not a club,  just a group of people looking to get a little fitter and make new friends.  I am happy to start at 10 miles. I do a lot of cycling but the idea is just to get people out on bikes and enjoy it. While cycling in our area, I see many ‘loan’ cyclists, so thought it would be good for people to get together. I have set up a Facebook page, Willand Cycle Group, and will be putting details of any rides that I organise on that. I have also put posters up in the village. There has already been a little interest, and I hope the warm weather will make a difference. 
Is it possible to mention the facebook page in the magazine and I’m also happy for people to make contact via email chriswilliams005@aol.com or via my mobile 07517725589.            Many thanks,                           Chris Williams
WILLAND OLD VILLAGE GARDENS AND ALLOTMENTS & N.G.S.
On Saturday the 27th and Sunday the 28th June, from 2-5.30, six gardens in Willand Old Village and the Allotments off Silver Street will be open for the National Gardens Scheme. Three of the gardens are opening for the first time this year. Spend an afternoon exploring your village, stop for a home-made tea. Combined admission £4.00 (children free).

In 2015 over 3800 gardens will be open for the National Gardens Scheme. Since its foundation the NGS has given more than £43m to nursing, caring and gardening charities.      We look forward to seeing you.      Thank you.
                                                                  Dorothy Anderson 01884 33415.

2015-2016 PRECEPT

We are requesting a precept for 2015-2016, which includes an increase of £7758, taking our precept from £33954 in 2014-2015 to £41712. a 22.9% increase. This will increase the council tax on a band D house by approximately £7.70 per year or 64p per month. Our current charge for a band D house is £26.06. This compares with Uffculme at £65.89, Hemyock at £68.05
A number of things have changed this year which have caused us to carefully consider changing the policy we have applied for the past few years. The policy has been to increase the precept by around 5% to slowly build up reserves for future projects such as the cemetery extension. There has been no easy way for us to calculate the effect of the precept on individual houses and recently MDDC have given us the calculation to work out the effect on band D homes for 2015-2016.
In the past, a grant has been made to District councils by the government to reduce the effect of precepts on Parish and Town Council residents. We only became aware of this recently, as the government has decided to reduce the grant. Our precept this year will be reduced by £2365 before the cost per house is calculated. This is £1258 less than last year.
The churchyard wall repair has cost the village around £30,000. This has seriously impacted our reserves. Whilst we are questioning the extent of our responsibilities for the churchyard, which might have legal implications, we have had to start the process of rebuilding the reserves as further repairs will be required in the future. We have provisioned for an increase of £4500 this year to anticipate this one item. 

MDDC have decided not to replace equipment in play areas as it wears out. They are encouraging Towns and Parishes to adopt the play areas, indicating that we should increase our precept to cover this increased cost. At the same time, the rules for S106 open space charges to developers, which we used to provide play equipment, have changed. We do not wish to see the progressive closing down of our play areas and we have made a small increase to start saving for new equipment. 

DCC have indicated that verge cutting and weeding in villages will be curtailed severely or stopped altogether. We cannot allow our village to become overgrown and we are looking at alternatives, including building some contingency into the precept. We will, however, work with DCC and MDDC to ensure we get the best possible service from them. 

We have made some provision in these areas by reviewing our current activities to find efficiencies and increasing the precept in this area. This will not allow us to take over services, rather allow us to try and minimise the impact. 

As we build community services within the village, the Parish will make a small provision each year during the start-up period.  Willand Parish Council
	WILLAND PARISH COUNCIL 
	Proposed
	Actual to date
	
	Proposed
	Note

	PRECEPT PROPOSALS 
	2014/15
	2014/15
	
	2015-16
	

	
	
	(8 months)
	
	
	

	ALLOTMENTS
	
	
	
	
	

	Rent
	£400.00
	£300.00
	
	£300.00
	

	Maintenance
	£400.00
	£144.00
	
	£500.00
	

	Water
	£200.00
	£0.00
	
	£200.00
	

	Allotment Subs
	£153.00
	£165.00
	
	£165.00
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	CEMETERY/CHURCHYARD
	
	
	
	
	

	Grass Cutting
	£2,800.00
	£2,620.00
	
	£3,000.00
	

	Water 
	£60.00
	£17.84
	
	£60.00
	

	Waste Bin – emptying
	£300.00
	£260.00
	
	£300.00
	

	Hedge Cutting
	£1,000.00
	£640.00
	
	£1,000.00
	

	Cemetery extension
	£500.00
	£500.00
	
	£500.00
	

	Miscellaneous
	£700.00
	£298.32
	
	£700.00
	

	Wall maintenance
	£500.00
	£500.00
	
	£5,000.00
	1

	
	
	
	
	
	

	JUBILEE PLAYING FIELD
	
	
	
	
	

	Grass Cutting 
	£2,500.00
	£1,403.00
	
	£2,500.00
	

	Hedge Cutting
	
	£342.00
	
	£1,000.00
	

	Repairs & Maintenance
	£1,000.00
	£0.00
	
	£1,000.00
	

	Litter Bins (capital)
	£250.00
	£0.00
	
	£200.00
	

	Dog Bins
	£150.00
	£0.00
	
	£150.00
	

	Equipment
	£500.00
	£0.00
	
	£1,000.00
	

	Inspection play area
	£340.00
	£463.92
	
	£1,000.00
	

	ground maintenance contingency
	£1,000.00
	£0.00
	
	£1,000.00
	

	GRANTS & DONATIONS
	   £300.00
	  £50.00
	
	    £100.00
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	ADMINISTRATION
	
	
	
	
	

	Clerk and Litter Pickers Expenses (office allowance 6.00 per month) + (PPE £100.00 pa)
	£72.00
	£172.00
	
	£172.00
	

	Telephone 
	£60.00
	£60.00
	
	£60.00
	

	Internet
	£120.00
	£120.00
	
	£120.00
	

	Computer expenses
	£200.00
	£0.00
	
	£200.00
	

	Audit Fees
	£500.00
	£420.00
	
	£500.00
	

	Subscriptions
	£100.00
	£0.00
	
	£100.00
	

	Meeting Rooms
	£400.00
	£346.50
	
	£400.00
	

	Bus Shelters
	£900.00
	£0.00
	
	£900.00
	

	Parish Magazine
	£5,800.00
	£3,540.00
	
	£5,800.00
	

	Wildlife Survey
	£100.00
	£0.00
	
	£0.00
	

	Salaries/wages/NI
	£13,000.00
	£11,105.04
	
	£13,000.00
	

	Bird Box cleaning
	£200.00
	£0.00
	
	£200.00
	

	Maintenance of clock
	£200.00
	£0.00
	
	£200.00
	

	Election Costs
	£250.00
	£0.00
	
	£250.00
	

	Parish Notice Board
	£200.00
	£0.00
	
	£200.00
	

	Cllr / Staff training
	£500.00
	£193.50
	
	£500.00
	

	Insurance
	£700.00
	£487.37
	
	£1,000.00
	

	Stationery
	£1,000.00
	£373.98
	
	£500.00
	

	Refreshments
	£200.00
	£9.20
	
	£100.00
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	VILLAGE ENHANCEMENTS
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Community events
	£1,000.00
	£0.00
	
	£1,000.00
	

	
	Gables
	£0.00
	£15,511.09
	
	£0.00
	2

	
	Community facilities
	£3,500.00
	
	
	£5,000.00
	3

	
	Christmas lights
	£3,300.00
	£2,058.50
	
	£3,300.00
	

	
	electricity
	£70.00
	
	
	£70.00
	

	
	checking/replacing timers
	£500.00
	
	
	£500.00
	

	
	planters
	£800.00
	£237.60
	
	£800.00
	

	
	tree planting
	£300.00
	£0.00
	
	£300.00
	

	
	new bench seats
	£500.00
	£0.00
	
	£500.00
	

	
	cctv
	£500.00
	£200.00
	
	£500.00
	

	
	parish field improvements
	£2,500.00
	£0.00
	
	£2,500.00
	4

	
	weed spraying
	£1,500.00
	£450.00
	
	£1,500.00
	4

	
	verge cutting
	
	
	
	£1,000.00
	4

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total expenditure
	£52,025.00
	£42,988.86
	
	£60,847.00
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	INCOME
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Burial Fees
	£4,000.00
	£4,940.50
	
	£5,000.00
	

	
	Donations
	
	£970.00
	
	£0.00
	

	
	Allotment Rents
	£855.00
	£916.85
	
	£916.85
	

	
	Magazine advertising
	£4,700.00
	£2,401.00
	
	£4,700.00
	

	
	Bank Interest
	£25.00
	£19.32
	
	£25.00
	

	
	VAT
	£5,600.00
	£8,874.42
	
	£5,600.00
	

	
	TAPS fund Grant
	£2,891.00
	£2,893.00
	
	£2,893.00
	

	
	Gables - DCC Grants
	£0.00
	£21,393.00
	
	£0.00
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	Total Income
	£18,071.00
	£42,408.09
	
	£19,134.85
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total
	£33,954.00
	£580.77
	
	£41,712.15
	

	Precept
	£33,953.00
	£33,953.00
	
	£41,700.00
	

	
	
	5% increase
	
	22.9% increase

	Government grant to reduce precept
	£3,623.00
	
	
	2,365.00
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	Notes
	
	
	
	
	

	
	1) Rebuilding up reserves for churchyard maintenance
	
	
	

	
	2) Costs associated with acquisition of Gables site
	
	
	

	
	3) provision for Health and Community Centre startup
	
	
	

	
	4) Provision for additional works
	
	
	
	
	

	
	5) Grants associated with acquisition of Gables site
	
	
	

	
	6) Precept reduced by MDDC before setting Parish component of Council Tax
	


St MARY’S KEEP-FIT

We are having another successful term and it is good to welcome new members, but there is always room for more.  There is no commitment or joining fee, just £4 per session.  We meet during term time on Wednesdays from 5.45 - 6.45p.m. in the Church Hall, Rectory Close.  To check dates or for more information, please ring Shirley on 01884 821520.

 

It’s a funny thing about life; if you refuse to accept 
anything but the best, you very often get it.

TRAVELLING WITH YOUR PET
Now is the time of year when we look forward to the summer holidays and for lots of us, that can mean taking our furry friend along. Since 2000, the Pet Travel Scheme (PETS) has allowed cats, dogs and ferrets to enter the UK from certain countries without being placed in quarantine.  Animals resident to the UK can now travel to most European countries as well as more distant destinations.  From 1st January 2012, the PETS travel scheme changed such that dogs and cats can move freely between PETS-scheme approved countries provided the following conditions are satisfied:
· The pet must have a permanent microchip implanted, which lots of animals already have.

· The pet must be vaccinated against rabies after microchipping.  This can be done any time over 12 weeks of age using a licensed vaccine.  Boosters are given according to manufacturer’s recommendation.

· The pet must have a PETS passport signed by an official veterinary surgeon, confirming the above conditions have been met. 

· Some destinations require an additional export certificate. It is important to check with DEFRA for specific conditions requested by the country you wish to travel to.

· There is a 21 day wait after rabies vaccination before travel abroad and/or entry into the UK is allowed.  This is to allow time for the vaccine to take effect.

· There is a requirement for a veterinary certified tapeworm treatment 24-120 hours before return to the UK. Travel companies and ports will often help you locate a veterinary surgeon for this.
If you are travelling to a country not listed on the PETS scheme, additional conditions must be met. This means starting this process at least 4-5 months before you expect to travel.  A blood sample must be taken a minimum of 30 days after rabies vaccination.  If the test is successful, a 3 month wait must be observed following the date of the blood sample before your pet would be allowed back into the UK. If the blood test does not prove adequate antibody levels, your pet would require a second vaccination and blood test. It is also important to contact DEFRA and check for any additional requirements of travel to specific countries.

We recommend making sure your pet is protected against ticks and sandflies during their period of stay outside the UK as these can carry a variety of disease which we rarely encounter in this country.  It’s also important to consider whether your pet enjoys travelling, changes in environment and temperature or whether they may prefer to stay at home.  If you have any questions, please contact your vet.  Above all, enjoy your holiday!
The 50-50-90 rule: Anytime you have a 50-50 chance of getting something right, there’s a 90% probability you’ll get it wrong. 

WILLAND THEATRICAL SOCIETY

As spring really makes its mark, we look back on the very successful Panto in February of Cinderella. Three performances were all well attended and the audiences at each got well into the ‘Panto banter’ with the cast. Even the Brownies caught the eye of Flirty, one of the Ugly Sisters but she decided she couldn’t eat a whole one! Cinderella’s magnificent coach can still be seen at the back of the stage, just awaiting its next Princess. We’re already considering which Panto to present in 2016 and auditions will be held in September.
Our next production will be an Adult comedy play The Passion Wagon, to be performed Friday 3rd July & Saturday 4th July. Be sure to put the dates in your diary, for what is sure to be a night of laughter.
If you have attended any of the performances we have staged and would like to have fun on a Friday night, why not join the group? We really would like to boost our numbers, especially on the male front! Even if you don’t want to tread the boards, there are so many jobs to be done to ensure a performance can happen. From set building, helping with props, costumes & make-up, we really could do with your help. We are also looking for sponsorship of the advertising banners that we use to let everyone know about the shows. So if your business is prepared to sponsor a banner (and get free advertising into the bargain) please do call David Keating on 01884 821336.
Did you know where the expression ‘treading the boards’ came from? It originated in travelling theatrical troupes, who would erect temporary stages by laying boards flat on a low platform to elevate the actors, so a large group could see all the action! So do come and watch your villagers treading the village hall boards!                                                                  David Keating
A person’s wealth can be measured by the love of their children
DEVON WILDLIFE TRUST
Love walking and love wildlife? Then we'd be delighted to see you on our annual Wild Walk Challenge. This year's walk is on Sunday 17 May and takes in 14 miles of stunning coast and countryside just a few miles from Devon's largest city. Featuring spectacular views of Plymouth Sound, the Yealm estuary, the route also takes in 'hidden' wildlife sites on the edge of the city. 
Lunch - and wildlife - on the beach!  The Plymouth Sound Wild Walk Challenge includes an extended lunch break on the beach at Wembury - with time to explore the marine animals in the rockpools with an expert guide. 
Who can take part in the walk?  In previous years, walkers aged 10 to 70 have taken part in a DWT Challenge Walk. We walk as a group with DWT guides leading the way and plenty of time for breaks for refreshment or for wildlife watching. Some people join us year after year. 

Raising funds for Devon's wildlife.   Walkers raise funds for DWT in two ways: either by asking family and friends to sponsor their 14-mile challenge walk or, for people who don't like asking for sponsorship, by making a donation instead. Register your place on the walk for £8. For further information, please email dsmith@devonwildlifetrust.org  or 01392 279244.
Every job is a self-portrait of the person who did it.

CAMEO

In future, the Walking Group will only be doing one walk a month, which be on the Saturday following our monthly meeting. These will be approximately 1 - 2 hours and of medium ability. We are off to the Crediton Church Flower festival, travelling by cars, on lst June, leaving the Village Hall at 1.p.m.
Jenny is holding an afternoon tea party in her garden at October House, Gables Road on Sunday14th June from 2 - 6p.m. There will be cream teas and cakes, cake, plant and craft stalls and everyone is welcome. All profits will be shared between the Village Hall and Cameo funds. This replaces our usual Spring Coffee Morning at the Hall. We will be holding our Christmas Fayre at the Hall on14th November to raise money for R.E.A.C.H. our charity for this year. This organisation helps children born with limbs missing. Please put both of these dates on your calendars and in your diaries. We are always pleased to have your support.
Our April meeting was very interesting. The Speaker was Stuart Dowle who works for Quickes Farm Cheesemakers. The farm has been in the same family for 400 years and now the 15th generation are running it. Stuart began work there as a shepherd, a job he loved, but as time went by, the flocks were sold and the family  increased their dairy herd from 350 to 500 and went into producing cheese. Stuart was devastated but was offered the job of promoting cheese to local shops and markets. Then he went further and further afield and eventually was driving up as far as Scotland, promoting cheese and appearing at trade fairs. This venture is now exporting cheese as far away as China.  
The May meeting will be a mystery trip with an evening meal (I presume yet another pub! It appears that we spend all our time supporting the local pubs!!!) leaving the Village Hall at 5.30.sharp. This is because it is polling day and we can't have the Hall.
After a cup of tea we welcomed Mr. Ray Ursell and Mr Barry Warren from the Parish Council, to our meeting. They gave us a power-point presentation on the proposed development of the Old Stable B lock which stood in the Gables grounds. After many negotiations, they have secured this building for the Village.  If all goes according to plan, we should be having a Doctors surgery, the Pharmacy, currently in Gables Road, a day-care centre, library or book swap, a room for the History Society to display their growing collection, a small gym area, a citizens advice type facility and a learning centre, maybe teaching computer skills or other projects. Willand evidently has a higher proportion of older residents than many other villages around. Volunteers will be needed to help run these facilities, which will benefit young and old alike and will also help with running costs. It is going to be a great benefit to our Village and help will be needed. So if you think you can help with volunteering later on, the Parish Council would love to hear from you. Their contact numbers are in the front of the magazine. The Parish Council have worked tirelessly on our behalf but they are short of councillors. If you feel you could help by joining the Parish Council, again they would love to hear from you.
If, after reading this you might want to come to one of our Cameo meetings, you would be assured of a warm welcome. We meet in the Village Hall on the 1st Thursday of each month at 7.p.m. Come And Meet Each Other - that is what Cameo stands for.                                                    Betty Penberthy.

The smallest good deed is better than the greatest intention.
UFFCULME MUSIC AND REAL ALE FESTIVAL
The organisers of this annual event have just announced their line-up for 2015 on 10th & 11th July.   For detailed information, please contact Jim Clancy, at ‘Farmers', 3 Ashley Road, Uffculme, Devon, EX15 3AH, UK or tel. 01884 840172  or  mobile: 07949 249283.

Laughter is a tranquilizer with no side effects.
REGULAR VILLAGE HALL  AND OTHER  LOCATION’S EVENTS

Pilates


                                Mondays            10.00 am,       11.15am 

Purelesque Knitting Group
                                Monday                                      2.00pm 

Willand Art Group                                             Monday,   Methodist Chapel      2.00pm

Cull. & Dist. Flower Club                            1st Monday                                      2.00 pm    

Tai Chi


  
                  Monday                                     3.45 pm

Beavers



                  Monday                                     5.30 pm 

Cub Scouts



    Monday                                     7.00 pm 
Weightlifting Club                                             Monday                                      7.00pm
Scouts 



                  Monday                                     7.30 pm 

Kettle Bell Pump                                                Monday 7.00 pm,       Friday   10.00am
Running Club                                                     Monday – meet at W.V.H. -      8.00pm
Apple a Day (Diabetes Group)
                  2nd & 4th Tuesday                    10.00 am 

Upholstery Class                                                Tuesday                                   10.00 am

Flower Arranging                                               Tuesday                                     1.15 pm

Willand Vill. Hall Bingo                               2nd Tuesday                                    7.30 pm  

Tiny Tots



    Wednesday                                9.30 am

Flower Arranging   


    Wednesday                                1.15 pm        

Ballet Lessons


                  Wednesday                                4.00 pm 

Indoor Bowls Club                                             Wednesday                                7.00 pm  

Garden Club                                                  2nd Wednesday                               7.30 pm 
Running Club                                                     Wednesday  -  meet at W.V.H. 7 .30pm
Pilates                                                                 Thursday            9.15am            2.00pm        

Mobile Library            (Four Weekly)                Thursday   (Townlands)           10.15am 

                                     (    “       “      )               Thursday    (Village Hall)         11.05am      

Methodist Coffee Morning                            1st Thursday    At the Chapel       10.30am                

CAMEO                                                        1st Thursday                                    6.30 pm   

Karate




    Thursday                                   5.30 pm 

Kettlebell (Advanced)

                  Thursday                                    6.45 pm

Folk Dance Club                                 2nd & 4th Thursday                                    7.30 pm 

Parish Council Meetings               1st, 2nd & 4th Thursday                                    7.00 pm  

WiTS




    Friday                                        7.30 pm 

Methodists ‘Soup & Something’                   3rd Friday         At the  Chapel   12.00noon  Cowgirl Twisters                                           3rd Saturday                                    7.30 pm 

Folk Dance


             2nd Saturday                                    7.00 pm  

Martial Arts



    Sunday                                      6.30 pm

ADDITIONAL  EVENTS        MAY
Thursday       7th       Local Elections                               W.V.H.          All Day

Saturday        9th       Club 55 Coffee Morning                W.V.H.        10.00am
Monday        18th      Club 55 Outing–Looe & Polperro  W.V.H.          9.30am   
Tuesday       26th      Village Hall AGM                           W.V.H.         7.00pm

Saturday      30th       Garden Club Coffee Morning        W.V.H.        10.00am

                                                   JUNE
Tuesday         9th      Blood Donor Sessions                    W.V.H.      12.00noon

FRIDAY    12TH  CUT-OFF  FOR  INPUT  TO  JULY/AUGUST   MAG

Saturday       20th     Longacre, Halberton Rd, ‘Museum’                     2.00pm

Tuesday        23rd     W.V.H. Bingo                                W.V.H.          7.00pm

Saturday       27th     Blue Cross Fun Day                       W.V.H.        10.00am
FRIENDS of COLDHARBOUR MILL

The Friends of Coldharbour Mill held their Annual General Meeting on Wednesday 25th March 2015 and sadly accepted the retirement of Mrs Kathleen Sprague who had been Chairman of the Friends for more years than she cared to remember!!!  Also retiring from the Committee were Mr Richard Coleman (Treasurer) and Mrs Susan Wasfi (past Secretary).  Presentations were made to the retirees.  Mr Robin Hazelton was elected as new Chairman of the Friends and two new Committee members were welcomed, Miss A Phillips and Mrs E Haglestein.  Mrs B Hazelton has returned to the Committee after a short absence.

SPECIAL EVENTS and ACTIVITIES

MAY 4th: SPRING BANK HOLIDAY STEAM-DAY –10.30am-4pm with 100-year-old engines in steam from 11am! Displays of Model Railways & Dolls Houses, early textile machinery, the Puttee Story, the Millennium Tapestry. Visit the Mill Gift Shop for yarns, fabrics, rugs & throws all produced at the Mill, and locally produced crafts goods. Refreshments. Free car park.   The Tiverton and Mid Devon Astronomy Society will be with us to talk to visitors and also Space Detectives, they are suitable for the young and old.  A great day out for the whole family! See: www.coldharbourmill.org.uk for more info and admission prices.

MAY 25TH: WHITSUN BANK HOLIDAY STEAM-DAY – Times and basic details as above.  For children we will be having our Woodland Trail Quiz with small prizes for complete answers!

ADVANCE NOTICE:  Put in your diaries.  The Coldharbour Summer Fayre on Sunday August 9th.  Anyone interested in having a stall, please contact Peter Fisher at the Mill or ring Jenny Border on 01884 243071.  More details later.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED – please help to make a difference at this unique heritage site!  Volunteers are always needed for a range of activities including, repairs, painting, gardening, sweeping, helping with school visits, working in the Mill Office and as part of the Steam Group.  For more information, phone or e-mail the Mill Office 01884 840960, info@coldharbourmill.org.uk
TIVERTON BLUE CROSS FUN DAY – SATURDAY 27TH JUNE
It is a fantastic family day out, was very well attended last year and we hope families enjoy it just as much this year. Blue Cross is a national Charity dedicated to finding happy homes for unwanted or homeless pets. We have already re-homed just over 100 pets from the Tiverton centre alone this year. We also run a pet clinic for people who cannot afford private vet fees. The money raised from the event will help us to continue to help pets at Tiverton. 

There will be a range of stalls in the Village Hall, including pet goods, pet 
bakes and a raffle, as well as a selection of external stall holders. Out on the parish field there will be a fun dog show (all dogs will be required to be on a lead). There will be a range of classes including waggiest tail, prettiest female and most handsome male. The fun day will run from 10-3pm and the dog show starts at 12.00.

 

There will also be a pet-themed bakes competition with three classes - Under 11’s,  11-16 years and 16 years plus. It is £3.00 per entry and there is a prize to be won!   Entry forms can be obtained from the Bake House in Cullompton, the Tiverton Re-homing Centre and the Flying Pickle Deli in Tiverton.

  

 If anyone wishes to contact us about the event they can do so on 03007771560 or lauren.chilton@bluecross.org.uk                                     Lauren Chilton 

Well-timed silence hath more eloquence than speech.
LETTER TO THE NEW PARISH CLERK

Dear Kate   -   My name is Iwan, I work for the Connecting Devon and Somerset programme, a programme which is rolling out superfast Broadband to 90% of Devon and Somerset.  It may be of interest to you to know that over 270 properties in your parish can now access fibre broadband thanks to the fibre enabling of a broadband cabinet (specifically, cabinet Cullompton 1).  Residents will need to contact an ISP to check that they can access the new infrastructure and to get an estimated line speed.

We would be grateful if you could help us spread the word about the availability of this new infrastructure and hopefully help us increase uptake.  We would also be very interested to know how this service is benefiting residents and businesses so please encourage them to share this with us on Twitter!   If you have any questions please don’t hesitate to get in touch. 

                               Best wishes,  Iwan Best, Enterprise Assistant for CDS
The courage to speak must be matched by the wisdom to listen.
WILLAND HISTORY GROUP

At the History Group’s AGM in April we discussed the group’s future and the decision was made that there will be no Exhibition this year. The group will continue to collect items for the Willand Archive and ongoing research projects (particularly Willand and the First World War), and will meet when necessary or should a relevant project arise – at the moment we are planning a ‘parish walk’ to record some of the more recent changes to Willand’s historic landscape.  
We would like to thank Mrs Margaret Parkhouse for the kind donation to the Willand Archive of several documents relating to the 1953 Willand Coronation Celebrations. These include orders of service; a programme of local events held over two days (Sunday, 31 May and Coronation Day, 2 June) and a programme of sports, which included ‘straight and comic’ events from British Bulldog to the ‘Gretna Green Race’ (boy and girl, hand-in-hand over 75 yards), or from the Wheelbarrow Race to the ‘Mothers Shopping Race’ (any ideas?).  Of particular interest is a poster advertising the 1953 Willand Coronation Celebrations that has survived in pristine condition – an item that is probably unique, as we have certainly seen nothing similar before!
On the subject of sport in Willand, a 1922 newspaper article has recently been discovered describing Willand Hockey Club, which is the only reference we have found to a hockey club in the parish.  Does anyone have any information on how long the club lasted, who was involved or where it played?  We would love to hear from you if you have any documents (or photos) relating to any aspect of Willand’s past – village events, farming, businesses, clubs, sports, houses, school, families, etcetera – up to and including recent times. Items can be copied and returned, or gratefully accepted into the Willand Archive to be preserved for posterity. If you have any such material, or if you would like to know more about the History Group, feel free to get in touch on the contact number or email shown inside the front cover of this Magazine.
Deserters, False Teeth and Creeping Things

During May and June 1915, the First World War continued to touch families in Willand. In early May, Mr and Mrs Henry Chichester of Verbeer House were informed that their son-in-law, Lt-Commander George Harley Pownall (RN), had been killed during the landings at Gallipoli; the following month Miss Dockerill, who was organist at Willand Church, learned of the death of her brother-in-law. Similarly, Mrs Tracey of The Gables received news that her son, Second-Lieutenant Leonard Tracey, had been wounded in France “by shrapnel in the thigh.” 

There was some excitement at Tiverton Junction Railway Station on 21 May 1915 when two army deserters – neither local men – were apprehended. They were discovered in the early hours of the morning sleeping in the waiting room, by two policemen from Cullompton acting on a tip-off. The two soldiers had been absent from their units for a week, and were subsequently remanded at Cullompton Police Station to await a military escort.  

By May 1915, Bradfield House had been converted into a convalescence hospital for sick and wounded soldiers, run by the Hon. Mrs Walrond herself; she was assistant director of the Devon County Voluntary Aid Organisation, and with her own husband serving,  she was only too happy to see her home devoted to such purposes. As matron, Mrs Walrond took a personal interest in the individual soldiers and their recuperation, wishing to “create a human atmosphere” to aid their rehabilitation. They were encouraged to take part in outdoor recreations around the Bradfield estate, including golf, rabbit shooting and punting or fishing on the lake and the soldiers were also generously received on outings around the district. One Friday in May, for example, there was an outing – in a convoy of three motorcars – to Tiverton, where the Mayoress entertained them with tea, songs, an ‘al-fresco concert’ and a game of bowls, before they returned to Bradfield via Bampton, Wiveliscombe and Taunton. On 15 June, there was a ‘military wedding’ at Bradfield Chapel between one of the soldiers, Pte Joshua Rigby (1st  Glosters) and his sweetheart, Edith Gardener, both from Gloucester. Mrs Walrond made all the arrangements for the wedding, including transport and accommodation for the guests, and hosted a lavish reception at Bradfield House.  
Another of the recuperating soldiers wrote home to his parents in West Drayton, Middlesex: “And a very nice lady she [Mrs Walrond] is. We have the run of the estate … and another thing which I think is fine is we can go to the kitchen garden when we like and help ourselves to strawberries and cherries. Mrs Walrond even gives us a pot of cream to take with us to ‘help them down!’ One chap here, who comes from Southall, complained of toothache, and Mrs Walrond took him down to her own dentist at Torquay, where he had seventeen out, and she is providing him with false ones.”  

Out in India, the Willand men in the 4th and 6th Devons were still getting used to the conditions and climate of the subcontinent. These territorial battalions were posted to India to relieve regular army battalions which were being recalled to fight in France. One member of the 4th Devons stationed in Firozpur – possibly Percy Hine, Charles Legge or Arthur Vinnicombe from Willand – wrote home to a ‘friend in Willand’: “You say [place name censored] is a rotten crib. Well, just thank the powers that be that your anatomy is not being frizzled in Ferozepore! Hot! My dear chap, hot as [word censored] is a mild description of the temperature here. The coolies are at work night and day and we have to stimulate them by frequent applications of boots, washing bowls, boot brushes, and sundry other missiles. We remain indoors from 10am to 5pm now. Take my tip and never come to India. We are, apart from the heat, plagued by mosquitoes, flies, frogs, wasps, lizards, and every creeping thing that escaped from the ark.”                                                  James Morrison

It takes both rain and sunshine to make a rainbow.
AND FINALLY.

Please don’t forget to vote.

LOCAL REPRESENTATIVES

Neil Parish
(M.P)
                  neil.parish.mp@parliament.uk  0207 219 7172

Ray Radford 
(Devon County Councillor)
ray.radford@devon.gov.uk
 820000 

Richard Chesterton
(MD Dist Councillor)
merrys.farm@btinternet.com
   33480      

Bob Evans 
(MD Dist Councillor)
revans@middevon.gov.uk
 849248 

Jill Doe     
(MD Dist Councillor)             gdoe@middevon.gov.uk       01363 83410    

Parish Council


Kate Taylor         (Parish Clerk)
willandclerk@willandmatters.org.uk 
07920 014407
Keith Grantham  (Councillor)            keith.grantham@willandmatters.org.uk                840780
Tony Mander    (Councillor) tony.mander@willandmatters.org.uk (Tanners Mews)   821174

Richard Phare   (Councillor)
richard.phare@willandmatters.org.uk (Mallow Court)   821910

Ray Ursell  (Councillor)    ray.ursell@willandmatters.org.uk (Tamars Drive)
821375
Barry Warren  (Council Chairman) barry.warren@willandmatters.org.uk (Cherry Close) 34670
Francis Wilcox (Councillor) frances.wilcox@willandmatters.org.uk (Fir Close) 07748 557107
